b

'-6I_
. % -
P, TR . &1 e

! PART IL, I

™ > k
= : &-

s 2as . 0 i Lask

5= Aad

= B = o

-

.

M

L
A

Lt -

; 4
- Lrsalll A Lo 9 -

- i T2

1
e T [ W
s ™ 2z -
- (e aot o d L) R “
L -

& " Fay <3

THE SUNDAY HERALD.

=l 4421

; .H,l e |

R

p—

VOLUME VIIL

GRAND RAPIDS HERALD, SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 1. 1892

- —
QUESTIONS OF LABOR ABLY DISCUSSED

The Men. . A. Maynard Writes a Comprehensive and Trench-
ant Paper Bristling With Facts

/ON THE CONDITION OF LABOR, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Hia Ressarches lnto the Hutory of the Wage System and the Earlist Hardships and
Trials of Wage Workers - Our Own System Examined, and Pronounced
Opinions Eapressed on tha Inevitable Future,

L’tilkdub last Tussday
the Hon. R. A. Maynard read
exhaustive and i

s or not, nad to fix
fon and oiher condilions uader which
they will exerciss such nght. Our az-
ticle, dealing as it does with [reedom
t0 work for s pecuniary conmdera-
:tm.s Bt conceded

Michigan, ia reality, bhardly oy
& “labor law history.”” Hich in minerals
and agricultural wealih, sparse in pop-
ulstion, sad young in political ergan-
mation, she has just began to feel the
effects of pressure upon the meaas of
submstence, sod the neat and
isevitable struggle between that
bave aud those that have not.  Labor
legmiation o this statle goes back
wareely & decudo. We believe we are
rgot in sayiog that pot until the rise

she organization knowa a8 the
Knights of Labor n Detroit in 1883, can
we besaid (o bave bad anything upon
the statate books of Michigan as the
sesult of purely labor agitation. As:t
(s the Iabor laws are few, and Roae Are
of any greal mportance,

Laber she Common Lot

Uatil comparstively recent Umes,
compulsory personal servitude or seri-
Auis appesars Lo have been Lhe commeon
lot of the greater partion of the human
race, not only of the class denominated
"manual isborers,”” but largely alse of
t;- skilied in the higher
nches of kpowledge.

“The simple
wish to use the bodily ﬂo“ﬂ of an-
ether person,'”’ says Sir Henry Maine,

“as s means of ministering to ona's

u'mr pleasure is doubtless the

E;t of slavery and as old as
uwan wature.”

In sacient s shoeking picture
of lifw in the m:ocs and stone quarries
- rm by Diedorua Siculus. “The
Ml be says, “opatorally biack, is
iraversed wila veins of marble of ex-

ve whilamess, surpassing in bnl.
f;uo-mm ; out
»f which the everseers cause the gold

:1;. prasoners of war, persous convicted
false accusations or the victims of
reseoiment. And pot enly toe iadivi-
dusls themssives but somelimes sven
shair whole families are deomed o this
laber, wita & view of punishing the
gusily and profiung by ir wil.

Werk Witheus Intermision,

“The vast numbers employed in thess
wines are bound i fetters, and com.
selied o ml::z and migat without

wrmisnon, without the lemst
fopoofm , for thay set over them
basbaran iers, who speak a loreign
iang , 80 Lhal there s no poss:bility
o .0g them by persuasion, or
she kindred feelings which result from
familiar convarse. When the earth
canla ning the goid is bard they solten
it by the application of fire and when
It haa been reduced 10 such a stale thal
It yislds to moderate labor, several
thousands of these unfertunate people
pick ¢ up wilh iroa pioks. Over the
whale work presides an engioeer, who
viaws and selects the stone, sod points
1t out @ the laborers. The stromgest of
Juem pravided with iron chisels, cleave
e marble-shining rock by mer» force,
®ithout say attempt at skill;and | ex-
mvating tae shafis below ihe ground
laey (Lilaw tha direction of Lthe shuning

tum wilbent keeping & straght
ne. In ordar o ses in these dark
windings they faslen lampsto their
loreheads, harning Wbeir bodiea painted,
omat.mes of ons and sometimes of an.
plher color, secording 1o the nature of
fhe rock, and as they cul the stose, it
fails in masses on ihe flgor, Lee aver.
#eers urging them te work with com-
mands and Tnay sre followed
&y lttle boys, who take away itbe
[ragmenia as they fall, and carry tham

Ut inte tae open air.

Thair Nakedases Cnvoversd.

“Thoss who are abave thirty years of
are ars amployed te pound pieces of
stoue of oertain dimenmons with ron
ruu in stone meriare, uatil reduced

the wiee of a lsatil. [iis thea Lrapns.
lorred to wesmen and old men, who

ut into mills arranged n & long row,
ar Wares being sm od at

the same anll, and it ‘8 greusd unti
newd b a fae powder. No atteution
paid te thar They bave
ROl sTen & piece rag o cover them.
seivea, and so wralched o ther cond..
Lian thal avaryons who wilnessss i\ de.
lores the sxcessive musery Lhav sn.
ure, Na ret, mo nlermssiop from
ars given e e sk or nfsmed.
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and somewhat obiuse in feeling, the
family was united and loving. The

artisan usually leflt at sunrise bare-
footed and ed, or merely
wearing an old felt cap ﬁmnl tightly

to the skull, his only covering for the
body teing a pair of cotton drawers
just reaching balow the hips. His foed
conmaets of & little dried flah, one or
two oniens, Ywo cakes of dhoura, and
a littls ol in which to moiaten his
bread. At noon he stops to eat and
sleep for an hour or two, then resumes
work until sunset. One of the poels
thus describes the life of an Egyptian
blacksmith and other mechanics about
2000 R. C:
No Rest From Onerocus Tasks.

1 bave seen the blacksmith at his
work ia tue heat of his forge. He has
the fingers of & crocodile and is black
as fishspawn. The artisans of allkinds
that handle the chisel, have (hey mora
rest than the peasant? Their fields
are the wood they ashape, their profes-
sion is the metal. Even in the night
they are called, and they work again
afier their labor of the day. Even in
the night their house is lighted up and
m are awake. The stonemason

his wourk in every kind of hard
stone. When he has completed his
orders and his hands are tired, does he
he rest” He must be in the workyard
at sunrise, even if his knees and spine
break with toil. The barber shaves
even in the night. To be able to eat,
to be able to lie down, he must go from
district to districs searching for custom-
ers. He must overwork himeell, as
well as his two hands, te fill his belly.
Thus ths honey is eaten onl those
who makae it. The [} dyer
stink with the odor decayed fish,
his two eyes ache with weariness, his
hand never cesses rene pieces of
stuff antil he detests the sight of stuff.
The shoemaker is very miserable, and
is forever complaining. His health 1
like that of a dead . and he has
nothing to eat bul his leather.”

Goaded by the Red,

The wages of the Egyptian workmen
wera laboriously earned, and barely
sufficsd to keep body and sounl to-
gether, Wages were almost always
paid in kind, and consisted of corn,
sall provisions, A few measures of oil,
and en holidays one or itwo jarsof
wine. The wknl::hm I edt?
renewed energy e n tion o
the lukmsor'n”md. “Man has a
back, and only obeys when it is beaten,”
says an old gﬁvn proverb. None
ware axempt, the beggar atthe
gate to the highest minister, im the
presence of the divine Pharoah. All
civil, industrial and military adminis-
tration was carried on under the appli-
eation and direction of the stick. So
completely had 1t entered inte the
social lifs of the anciens ptian, that
& person whe had never n beaten
before a magstrate waa arded as s
most exceptionsal being, and the fact as
worthy of bang recorded upon his
tomb. Wers we not asmsured to the
contzary, we sheuld imagine a prion
that the Fgyptian must have been
given to pessimistic speculations and
that his temperament was sorrowful
and morose. Suoch, however, was not
the case. “The workman, resigned
beforaband. patientiy Iabers under the
rod that threatens him, ;uh m::dlh-
gence, even with gaiety. His mind ie
natoraily lively, and his quick.
He immiulr seizes the pleasant s:de
of thinge, knows how togivea
piqusnt tura to his alightest witticiams,
The wsmailest incident in the day’s
work—an awkward apprentice cutting
his finger, & comrade sleeping over hia
task, whom the oversesr lashes to
awaken him, an asa suddenly braying
in the quiet street oulaide—anything
sarves a8 & pretext for amusement.
Laogghter breaks the silence, then
tongues chatter, scoffs and merry jokes

‘round, the stick vainly interferas,
at lesst a0 hour slapses belors quict s
reestabiished.”
Outbreaks Agninst Tyranny.

Toe an, however, was notal-
togetner an abject creaturs, croucliing
in slavish smmbmisson under the rod of
the askmaster. Uccasional pathreaks
against the tyranny of a supenintend.
eal or ovarseer wers far from uncom.
mon. Even the industrinl stnks for
bigher pay, regarded by us a4 & social
phenomenon paculiar 1o the ginsteenth
centary. was well known u:’ypﬂlu
mechanws and laborsrs, & ocea.
sonally resoriad te w.th success.

Maspero the dstingmshed Freneh

Fgyptologet, thus described what s
probably *arlest recordad strike in
ail history. [t may be assygned tos

period about 2000 befors the Christian
ava

“Saddenly s great nolea |2 heard at
ons and of the airesl, the crowd w vin.
wntly openad, and abowt & hundeed
warkmen, shoutung, gesticalating, their
bodies and faces covered = th ciay and
martar, foroe their way tarough, drag.
fm' in the midst of e three or
asur frightened, piteous.(coking wir bes.
These are the masons emploved n the
mow buildings of the temos of Mut,
wha have jest pone @0 strks and are
now on ther way to lar ther grarv
ancas beafnra "sarou, the counigev.
ernor of Wha city and | sperin.
tendent of the king's works. Those
smanil riete are net rare; they spring
from hanger sad  misery. As we
know, the greatar partion af (he wages |
conmet of wheat, dhoorn, ol and ra |
tions of food, which ine masters nm

-_sz.mnm !mcllr-hmr
,and whick L bo lset watil
the first of the menth fallowng
Pamias and Bisiees
.J:oqunlty alisted 5 sach man
ssvtninly wiflan o 1 wars
weed . but whal s \he uee
Y =-hao
ihun

o

l.-"-‘."‘.'-"-."...

after a day of hard werk 1a which they
bave enly

em althe Temple of Mut, baving
nm‘d left, ruM'll.un the work-
{a.rd_m & tumult, went to » chapel of

‘bethmes 111, woich slands near, and
sat bebind it, saying: ‘We are hungry,
and there are still eighteen days before
next month.” Is their pay insufficient,
or have they eaten their supplies un-
reasonably quickly?

Robbad by Their Beribes,

““According to their own account, the
scribes give them short messure and
enrich themselves by the . On
the othur band, the scribes accuse the
poor fellowa of improvidence and
asserl that they squander their wages
as 800N a8 they receive them. Noone
could be astonished 1f both scribes acd
masons were found Lo be cerrect.
The malcontents were scarcely outside
when the tof works
alher, and Bogan U6 pasiay it toam.
of P o ¥ with them.
‘Gio back and wesolemly swear that we
will ourselves lead you to Pharoab.
when be comes to inspect the works of
the the temple.’ Two days later
Pharoah ecame, and the scribe Pen-
tovrit went to him with the police
officer. The prinece, after listening to
thew, graciously delegated one of the
soribes of his suite, and some of the
priests of the temple, to have an inter-
view with the workmen. The latter
preseuted their request in excellent
terms, ‘We come, pursued by hunger,
pursued by thirst, we have oo more
clothes, no more oil, Do more fish or
vegetables. Tell this to Phargab, our
msster, tell this to Psraoh, our
sovereign, thal we may receive the
meanas of living." Phaaroh, touched by
their misery, ordered fifty sacks of
corn to be distributed am & them,
and Wis unex windlall enabled
them to wait for the end of the month
without toe much suffering.

Demand to Be Heard,

“The firet daya of Ephipi fairly
quietly, but on the 1 tm pro-
visions fell short and the discontent re-
commenced. On th: 16th the men
8to work and remasined idle on the
17th and 18th. On the 19th the men
endeavored to leave the work-yard in
the morning, but the scribe Pentovsit,
who had overleoxed thom, had secretly
doubled the guard and had taken hws
precautions so wisely Lhat She work-
men could not get outside the gates.
They prmd the whole day eposulting
and piothng together in sma E:oup.
At last, this morming st sunrise the
. sio the st Btendent o

L su ent o
the works coming to make his reusnds,
they rushed teward him any sur-
rounded him, making a great neise.
Vainly he endea to calm them.
They would not listen. Their shouts
attracted other and several of

the tand
superm ent to ex-
the matter. ‘By Amen, they
saud, 'by the sovereign whose rage de-
8 we will not go back to work.
You can tell this te your superi
who are assembled tzm.f At lust,
tired of muutinr and obtaining neth-
1og, they sudd :g:eud ed to go to the
overnor of T and to appeal to

im for justice. The distance 1 not
great betwoen the Temple of Mut and
the bouse of of Psarou; ten minutes’
walk through the sireels, not without
exchanging some blows with the crowd,
which did not make way quickly
enough, and the rioters have reached
the gale,

Before the Granaries,

“It opens in & long, low, crenelated
wall, above which a large acacia lifts
its lealy head and gives access to a large
courtyard surrounded with buildings.
On the lefl stands the master’s dwell-
ing, built of freestone; it is narrow and
bare, consisting of & rather high ground
floor, surmountad by two stories and a
terrace; in the center are two grana-
ries for corn, rounded at the tep; en
the extreme nght isa h‘l}unuim
cellar. The door-kesper bad put u
the safety bars at the first noise, bu
the swing-doors ‘yr:lndtd under the
sirong pressure out. The
whole band smmultaneously enters the
court and waits there a little uncertain
what to do next. However, Psarou
burries forward, and his a ce
sionesuffices to impress themen trained
from infancy to bow before & master.
Al last one of them decides to spesk;
the others spplaud, timidly at first,
then they become excited st Lhe tale of
their sufferings. They refuse (o listen
when the governor endeavors Lo soothe’
them tnem with promuses. Words are
no lenger sufficient, they clamor loudly
for action. *Will the oversesrs give us
some cara in addition to the distribu-
tion siready made’ Il net, we will
not move [rom here.' At this moment
a slave makes his way through Lhe
crowd and softly waras Psareu that
Fharsoh laft the A quartar of an
hour ago, thal he s going towards the
Temple of Amen, apd will pawa toe
houss., o fact hus escort has already
reached the neighberhood.

Pharaeh Steps a Riot.

“Pharseb coming upon a riot. Pha-
rach himeel! heariog the workmen's
compiniat. Pearoun mpidly decides
upes his movements, and, interrupt.
ng the discussion, ealis his stoward.
‘Sea how much cora thers i in the
granarise and gove it 1o the man.’ Then,
turn'og e the ethers, ‘Ge at once te
the granariss with the steward and
take what he gives you' Thae erowd,
not knowine Whe wwe of thue sudden
decision, sliribules 1t 1o an mpoles of
natursl ganeronty and loudiy expresses
L thanks and prawes. ‘Thou art eur
father and we ars thy sonn. Theu art
the old man's aff, the pnorse of enil
dran, the heal af thadistromed, Thon
art s warm shaltar for all whe sre caid
in Thebwe, Thou arl the head of the
aflicted, thal never fale the peaple of
our land."” Thers = a profasen of
thanks sad gratidude  Pearon ocute
theas N ahott asd hastans
the departure af the men, and dors
not hreaths frealy antd tha lest of the
wrikers hee dan red bepnind the
ETAnAr &8 Wilh & sleward In fve
minttes the sonrlk w sty and the
#ireed has resumed e usoal Tr
ance may ecome oh
was an Farphian slriks 4000 vears ago.

thaides asd Bany on

In ansiani (hallen and Whs ity of
Paiyion Whe great canals, pubic rosde,

mediately
[ ed to
in the

roysd palaces, public 3 and
5 - bulldings, -
prisoners of war. g

Assyria possessed 0 its mlitary or
ganization, the foest War mechanics
which the smcent world up to the time
of which we speak had ever seen. OUne
of the kings returned o Ninevah with
208,000 prisoners of war, all of whom
were immediately 8ot 10 work f{or Weir

conquerats.

The cities, roads, colossal palaces and
lemples of Persepois, Peargade and
eisewhere were bLulll under the orders
of an absolote mo chiefly by
mn:s of war. The most herrible

were inflicted fer suy infrac-
tions of the law. The curious reader
may fnd fall details in the pages of
Hawlinson.

Ths condition of labor amone the
Jews was, perhaps, the best in the
ancient worldof the east. Blavery was
ntcﬁmml, men aud women being
openly sold in the market place, but
every Hebrew slave, however, became
free at the recurresce of the year of
jubilee.

The conditions of labor in China were
similar to those of surrounding nations.
Some cunous details are given in the
Bhu-king, or Book of History, com-
piled by Cenfucius, but, ss the detsils
relale mostly to penal institutions, they
will not detain as Liere,

What is koown of the condition of
labor is clamical antiquity s eamly
obtainable and fairly well known, It
will suffics to say that in Greece all
manual labor was performed by slaves.
Slavery was & recognized institution
under all forms of governmeni. The
conditions of labor :n Rome, whether
under the republic or the empire, did
not differ much from those in Athens

Christianity asd Labor.

The iotreduction of Christianity
brought no relfief Lo the millions doomed
to a life of teil. Manumussion and
abolition have never been adopted as
part of its creed. Christianity has
always been essentially pessimistic.
Man’s lite u earth was regarded ay
& painful pilgrimage from the life that
is; to the life that is to come. The
greater the suffering and tribulation of
earthly life, the grealer the reward in
the celestial life to come. From being
& little band with lofty ethical sanc-
tions, of whom it was said, **Bebold
how these Christians love one anether,”
it degemerated nlo sn all-devouring
political machine, striving with tem-
poral rulonwfhor‘.univef political au-
premacy. atever o wer 1L pos-
sessed Lo bumanize mdp.moruly re-
generate had passed away in toe strug-
gle for political nsurpation.

From the introduction of Christianity
to its liberalization and tho asplendid
rise of the phr:ell sciences at the com-
mencement of the present century, the
chreunicle of laber is, indeed, horrible
peading. One bright gleam, however,
?Id not pass unaoticed befors we
quit this introductory and glance at
L_nhrd laws as & species of clasa legisla-

Reme From Domitian to Commodus,

We rafer to the four scers years
which elapsed from the death of
unm:n ut.n the eom;:anumnl of I.tu;
reign of the Commodus. Bpeaking o
this period, the historian of the de-
cline and fall of the Roman empire,
says: “If a man were esalled to fix the
period im the histery of the world dur-

ing which the ition of the human
race was most y dnd prosperous,
he would, without hesitation, bame

that which elapsed from the death of
Domitian to the accession of Com-
modus. The vast extent of the Roman
empire waa governed by absolute
power, under tihe guidance of virtue
and wisdom. The armies were re-
strained by the firm but gentle hand of
four suceessive emperors, whose char-
acters and authority commanded in-
voluntary respect. The forms of the
civil administration were carefully pre-
served by Neiva, Trajau, Hadrian, and
the Antoimes, who delighted in the
image of liberty, and were pleased with
considering themselves as the account-
able ministers of the law. Such princes
deserved the honor of restoring the re-

ublic, had the Romans of their days

en capable enjoying & rational
freedom. They beheld the genersal
happiness of which they were the
authors."

Earllest Lab er Legisiation,

We will now briefly pass in review the
labor legislation in England, omitting
all mention of the status of the laborer
during the Dark Ages.

In the great compact of English

litical liberty, known as Magna
‘harta, the laborer was not deemed
worthy of any particular notice. The
provisions against forced construclion
of reads, bridges, etc., did not apply
to him, but wers in relief of the higher
classen. The firsl piece of direct labor
legislation was enacted in the third
vear of Edward 111. This is commonly
known as the Statue of Lakorers. The
black death had swept r Eogland
causing & great scarcity of rers. A
demand fer hughsr wages nocesaari!
followed. Its provisions were as fol-
lows;

Siatnte of Labarars.

1. No pereon uuder t0 irlll“l of age,
whether serf or free, shall dechne to
undertake farm labor al the wages
which had beem customary in the king's
twentieth year (1347), except bhe live by
merchandiss, was regularly eogaged
in some mechanical eraft, was pos.
sessed of private means, or was the gc-
cupier of land. The lord was to have
first ciaim to the [abor of his serfs.
and those who dechimed 1o work for
him or for ethers are 10 ba sont (o the
common gaol.

L. Imprisonment is decrsed agains
nll persone who may quil the service
before the time which & Bxed iu their
agreemuenta.

3. No other than the old wages are
to ba given, and the remedy against
these who seek 1o get more 4 1o be
braught in the lord s eourt,

4. Lorde ol manars paying mora
than the customary amount are to be
liable to inpple damagss.

5. Arvificers are to ba  Labkle to th
rame conditions, the artiflcers snumer-
ated bang saddisrs, IRnneYe, [afriacs,
thosmakers, Wlors, smiths, carpen-
iare, masons, LieTe. pargellers, cartars,
and others

6. Food mus ba sold Al ressonable
pricas

. Alma are strietly forbidden to abls.
hadiad laborere

Auy sxcem of wages taken or paid
cam be amand for Whie king s ase lowards
e F.,m..o of a filteenth and tenih
intely grasted. The satots prevides
for a diffarence Between sammer s
®inler w onil guards agpamel the
s igraten o the wen popalstion o
N niry plases in b mmer

Anather asar Sratare

Another stalite passed  Two  years
Intes (38 Bdward 111 reaMema the pre
tious one, and mnnm‘l regiiinti=e
wages. Agaim (a 1008 (M Bdward 111
ihe lurmer Balaie of Laborers was

|

up, “‘snd shall from bhenceloris be void
apd whelly apoulled.” A workman
absenting bimsell wilhout Jeavs mught
be brougbt back sad uprisoned, and
branded on Loe forehead with the let
ter 'F,' in woken of the falsity.” Fress
gsugs, abeut tius Lime, Irequeniy
soited the workman fer service upon
the roys! palsces and public buildinga.
oh:ﬁm (42 Edward 111 the statute and

inance councerming laborers was
again coufirmed.

Early Instance of Child Labdbor,

Py an act of Richard 11 (1388, 12
Ric 11) peither laborer or servant
conld leave the hunared in whick be
resided without letters patent under
the king's seal. This act aleo afferds
us & glimpsa of ehild labor. “It mor-
daned and sssented that he and ahe
which useth te labor at the plough and
cart, ar other labor er services of hus.
bandry, till they be of the ageof 12
vears, shall from henceferth abide =i
the said labor witheut being put to any
trade or hiandicraft, and, if any coven-
ant or bond of apprenticeship be from
henceforth made to the contrary, the
same shall be holden for none.” An
act of the following year (13 Richard
I1) direcled justices to ?rocmg the
rate of wages {or laborers from Easler
to Michwimas, Anasctof Henry IV
requires & prope qualification for
apprenticeshiip and direcia that children
be put to such labor as their fathers
and mothers are of, on Ity of fine
and ransom and of one hundred shil.
ling for receiving such apprentices,
There 1 a noliceable featurs in thus
statute 1n relation tothe schooling of
children. 1t provides that “any par-
son may send their children to scheol
to learn literatare.”

Filee in Deflance of Law.

The same statute imposes s penalty
upon towns and cities winch ect to
provide stocks for holding refactory
workmen,

An act of 1414 (2 Henmry V) reciles
that owing to the laxity of justices in
enforciog tue law, servants and labor.
ers flee [rom county to county ia de-
fiance of the jaw. The previous acls
were confirmed, and jusuces of tue
peace are empowered to lssue writs to
the sheriffs for fugitive workmen in
like manmer as they Lave power to
send to the sherilfs for the apprehen-
sion of crimunsla beflors indictment.
Early in the following reign pewer was
given to magistrates to compel by pro-
cesa the atiendance of masters as wit-
nesses in the enforcement of the sta-
tute of Heory V, and to give oifenders
& month’s imprisonment. This power
was conferred by 2 Henry VI, 1423,
In 1427, four years later, further legis-
lation was resoried to in regard to the
staiutes of Richard I1—that of 12 Rich-
ard II, because it was too hard upon
the masters, that of 13 Richard 11, be-
g:uu no pennlty was attached to its

reach. The 6 Heory VI, e. 3, reme-
died the aupposed delects and directed
the justices to tix the rate of wagesand
then preclaim the same. The statute
3 Henry V1 made it felony, punistiable
by fine and impriscament, for masens
to assemble together and d:iscuss mat.
tera reiating to trade.

Labder Comspiracy Law,

It recited that *'by the annual com-
gregations and ederacies made by
musons in Lheir general chaplers as.
sembled, the good courses and effect
of the statute of laborers are publicly
violated and broken, in subversion of
the law, and grievous damage of all
the commonalty. In the yoar 1444 (23
Henry VI) a scale of wages in agricul-
ture and trade was fixed. Ao agricul-
tuial laborer must give his master half
& year's notice before leaving; neglect
to do this involved service for the fol.
lowing year with the same master.
Persous refusing to service under these
condilions were commitled to prison.
The stalute 11 Henry VII, enacted to-
wards the close of the fifteenth cene
tury (1495), ia remarkable as contain-
ing & clause against uniawfnl combina-
tions of workmen engaged in the build.
ing trade. It snys that if laborers or
artificers “make or causs to be made
any assembly o assault, harm or hurt
any person sssigned to eontrol or over-
#ea them in their working, that he or
they so offending have imprisonment
for & year without letting to bail or
mainprice, and further to make fine at
the king's will.”

Laws Against Vagraney.

We may here refer to the savageand
bloody laws made against vagrancy in
the lslter part of thesixteonth century.
The suppression of the monssteries had
withdrawn a  partial suppert from
thousands of the indigeut, idle er
wretched. The scattering of this
Eml bedy of men taroughout the

ingdom was not unatlended with
danger. Asusual, receurses was had
o legislation a8 a remedy, bul the
lash, the brandog iren, or the gallows
was powerless 10 the face of hunger
and misery 10 repress Whe “‘valiant beg-
gars and force them inte some weltied
courss of oblaining am honest lLiveli-
hoed. Under Heary Vill, Edward
VI, the Elizabeth, harsh and crusi
measures were passed for the ruppres-
gon of olfenses, which' now.a-davs
would be clearly parosived to be econ-
o i et and amenabia te scon-
omic treatment. Laws muliiphied snd
becamne more barsh snd bloody as they
wultiplied, until & veritabla reign of
terror was inaugurated under “nr
VL but the infliction of the deat
penaity became of such frequemt oc-
currence thal it aen ceassd 10 sirike
wrrer ta hearis of those thatl wilnessed
il e oom said thst 72,000 persons ware
exncaled i tne reign of Heary VI
m.one, 8 penod of Asirly-eight years.
Ia 158 2 Heary VI, any
person lound beggng and being un
b 0 give & srlisiactory mocount of
vild meihawl of ssreing & D'ving, might
be arresiad st the discretion of & con.
stablo or juetion and besten with whips

Ll his by b bloody by resann of
viich whippiag.” I rufflers, sturdr
vagabonds avnd valiamt begeare refowe
1o work after being wh ’\r.o-d. (hey arn

1

2 hava tha apper pari ol o gristis of |
the oyght ear shorn away, [ they at|
renath mabsorn ey are o be tred

and execiingd o felone
Simvery Cader Edwarg V]

Pt of all the laws sver made in
Fuagland P the tepression of labor,
thet of Bdward V1, made sl the Ume of
hie socemian, was the moet d oagracelal
and humattg.  Any lomierer, wand
arer, of phrean WATIINE & master and
nil appiring himeeil o bhonest labor
might be seped and heanded wilh the
letior “V"_and sold im0 slavery for
10 yaars

Mo wue 1o be ploced 8t any ind of
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could be devised by will and sold as
and chatiels, Thas dis
graceful slatole was repenicd thres
years alter,
Eiimbeth's Laber Staiute,

The statute, 5 Elizabeth, 1562, slsa
commoniy known as “the Bisiule of
Laborers,’ of amended and
cousolidated all former laws relating
to laver. It regulsted the terms of em.
ployment aod the bours of labor and
provided & new scale of wages. Minute
regulations were made in reference 12
the rights and obligations of bLoth ser-
vant sod master. Ne person leaviog
oue masier could serve aunother wilh-
out ehowing & testimornial f(rom the
former. If hafailed to produce the
testimonial he was to be imprisoned,
snd at the end of iwenty-one days be
was Lo be whipped,

The first pariiament of James 1 st
tempted Lo enforoe the rating of w,
as directed in the previous statute.
act recites that former laws have not
been duly ml.inln application accord-
ing to the meaning thereof and ex-
pressly extends the assesting of wages
“to s, Weavers, spinters or work-
men whatsoever, either working by the
day, week, month, year or ng any
other work at any other person’s hand
whataocever.” To take more or less de-
clared to be an offense,

Cessation of Iaterferesce,

Woml now passon to toe Lime of
Gemg'l forthe ntervening
1210 bebal

f of particularirades, or relal. | Pears

ed rather to the poor laws than to the
w'tject under discussion, After the
middie of the eighteenih century ibe
legislature 1s conteut 1w leave matiers
pertaining to labor o be seltled by
mulnal 5 ment between those most
interested, and to concorn ilsel! only
with the regulation of summary juris
diction in cases of dispule bstween em-
ployers and employed.

'l{u siatute 20, George IL., c. 18,
passed in 1746, provides that all dis
putes between masters ana laborers in
husbandry, or arising belween masisrs
and artificers are to determined by
on¢ or wore juslices, and that ia the
case of & master who shall fail to make
pavment of auy judgoient, the same s
to be secured by levy and distress of
his goods. The !aw, however, was {ar
from placipg servant and master on
footing of equalily. The servani moght
be fined, or ne might be punished by
being seat to prisen, there to be cor.
rected, by what s meant, there fo be
whipr . The statule (4 George IV c.
34), the next general statute, deprived
ue m:ailmt- of the power to inflict
COrpo; nisbment, and trested
breaches of contract or misconduct as
punishable by unprisonment, or by loss
of part or the whole of wages already

Eqaality at Last,

This remained the law until 1887,
when & committes of the Louse of
commous was appointed to engnire
into the state of law relating to labor,
and report on the expediency of
amendiug it. The law of 1867, known
as the master and servant act, some-
times called lLord Eicho's act, was
framed upon the report ef the com.
mitlee. Irmarksa greal advance in
the position of workmen towards an
equality befors the law. It uired
but one siep more thoroughly to
emancipate tha laborer, and place bhim
on the eame level befors the law as his
This was taken in the em-
A

employer.
rlo:en and workmen bill of 1570,
ew weeks after the passage of the bill
the prime miaister of Grest Britamn
said that, by the passing of the sct of
that year, for the first time 1n the his
tory of the country the emplover and
the employed sat under equal laws.
Thus did it take the English workman
more than hslfl a thousand yearsto
unfeld the fettera with which parlia-
ment had bound hum.
The American Werkman.

Before speaking of the labor laws of
the warious siates of the Awmerican
uunion, let us look at the Amencan me-
chanic snd laborer at the closs of the
Inst century and the beginniog of this
Mr. McMaster says “that & man who
performed what would mow bs con-
sidered unaitslled lsbor, who sawed
wood, dug ditches, mended rosds,
mited mortar, who ecarried boards to
the carpenter, or bricks 1o the mason,
or halpad to cut hay in the barvest
time, mllr recoived ns the frunof
hiie daily wotl two shillings. Somaetimes
woen the labarers were few he wan
paid more, and became the envy of b
fellows if, al the end of the wesk, be
took home to his family fifteen sbil-
lings, & sum mow greally excesdsd by
$4. Yotall authorities agrese Lhat o
1754 the hire of the workman was twice
as great aa in 1754,

Strict Eeenomy Raguired.

“On such e piitance it was only by Lthe
striclest eonnomy thal & mechanio kept
hia chuldren from starvation asd bim-
selfl from jul. In tbhe low snd dingr
rooma which he calied his home ware
wanting many artcles of adernment
and of use, new 10 be found n the
poorest of hisclass. Sand sprinkled on
the floor did duty as & omrpel. There
was 5o glasr on hos 8bls, there was po
chiua in his cupbonrd, there was no

rinte on hiswall, Wastn viore was
e did not know, coxl bhe hed nerr
seon; matebes he hsd never beard of
Over a fire of {fragments of boses and
barrels, which he it will) tar sparks
sirnck from s fint, or wiih the livs
coais brought (rem s peighbar s beart’y,
bis wile conked up a Tude menl and
served it n powier dishas. Jeo tere s
tasted {reeh meal ae ofisn ss onee na
wotk, And pad for 3 = wmorh g
proe ihan his prosperity, Dorevibng,
indesd, fhich rankod ae g sfepie #f
Ife wen wery onetly. C(nrn shond ot
thres anillmnge & Ywaensl, wheat ol st
anid sixpenioe, an aenrs of bread was
fourpenes, 8 nound of sall pork was
tenpence. Many olner eoomoodies
Ale tnides of the
poar were egther awite unknown o far
bryead the repch of bis scanty messs

Faor Clothes and ¥ eosd

“TU'nenviable o the jot of that man
who oannol, io Lhe heght of the ara
son, when 1he wharls and markets ars
hesped wiln baskels and cratenn] fren,
soare 3 oente for a peapd of grapes or
Sooents Lor me mADY pesches, o7, when
Sanday oomes areund, msduoigs bhs
fam,y with waiermelons or oanimiomnes
One bundred years the wretchesd

-

ayo
fox grape was the saly knd thel lound |
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ru®s, ane ran on cirands from one o

of the town to the Ulber, ahe '

toets 16 I“.!I“;m
ocks Ir o

the fam ¥ nu.m .hh

was up reocived £10 Ter ey

Yet, small as was bar {
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and
years ago the
who fell from & scaflold :a
& lever waa sure L0 be !
sberdl the moment he ree
be carried off to jsil for s Wil
doliars whick bad been ran up .
s il pess. ¥
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Our Oun Laber Taws, 1

Time will not allow us o do #
than glance at the present cond
laber laws in our owae country, Wa
therefore presest sn eptoms of the
legialation in the vareus stales on The
subject of labor, our e
marks by say ng thal the laws oo any
particular subject are very msuch
samae (1 all Lhe siales, mnd b e
pos of being froma Ong
original, ‘They all follow cortaln | T
such as & mine snd (2000rY mApeoion,
proper provisen for eseape from by
g buildings, women's labor and 1ha
Isbor of children and youog L8
tiie abolition or the truck ma-
the psyment of wages, provision fo5
achool attendsnce, the hours of
and the estublisbhmeant of bLursaug
industrial stat slios,

Calitornin, :

The Califaruia code of 1576 provided
that minor chlldren, unless cugaged iy
vinioultural or bertioultural oooupes
tions, must nel wark over «
aday. Eyht heur's s |1m
work., BSpecinl contraot in work
for the state is forindden.

. Calernde_

In Colorado manulactary,

establishirnents mwust p

N
&:' 4
seats for wotmen when nol

mt:f",
gaged. Children under 14 yones i
must pot work o coal mines, Thae f

also an elaborals miming law, -
Cennectinet,

Connecticut makes eight houm g
lawtu! day, unless otherwisp X
Children upder 14 oan be -
only under certain conditiens. 4
ings must be provided with mutable fin

’ Dakuth, iyl
akota has & severe u-.uvm
H{&m rgrinegt employes. ﬁ’.
aud ehiidren upder 14, must not be e

Eioyn in any one day more than leg

oure.
Delaware, I

Failure to provide T fire pea.

is punishable hy.ﬁuea mm !

wWare, Georgi. I
Th:hl}mrgm l--;:do .‘fllﬂ )

that Lhe Lours of Iabar for persons ub-

der 21 shall be from sunree 1o _

in all manufaeturing 80 y

Corporal punishiment & sud
any person violstng is Lable in an soe
tioa. s

by ¢
hY

]I.
I

1iimeln !

Fight bours ir & jegal day’s wark
the siate of 1licels for all mechandes]
employments, exoept farmms and
othorwise sgreed. Jhors not sppll
service by dav, week or mapth, or
veni contracia for longer heurs,
person under 14, or frmale of auy sge
W permitted to wiork n s mine. ThE
mining law seems ampio for the 1
ton of miners. All bolidiugs in #
futore must have peosssary fire
capes belore completion, F
Indinen, B
According to the yoveed sistotes ol
Iudisna for 1841 auy owner, sgent of
foreman of {actory emaploying say p
son male or femaic u ne sge ol
for s longer period than tea
any ope day, shall be Sosd from
$100. There i & comprebensive s
ng Iaw wilh provinons agaeed
isbor. Ne mlway cunpeny
act from s employer withoul
writlen comernl i cach oase sny 3
ten ©f Luer wages [or any bospiinl,
reading roem, library, gymnssals of
rr;um?ﬂ. 3
owa has & mining Iaw li-ihrhl" 4
of Colormdoe, . g
Rensns, F |-
Esnsas has & wining lew 3
much ke that of u-m-u.' a3
vuded toat o children onder
of nge ahall be ojnm in . 8
none betwean 17 and 16, unies they
oan shew st leas! thiree monthe’
sitondation in the previous yosr. =
Matme, . 4
Maine i oareful in the i -
which it smakes for egrams
ing of otherwise ¢ %)
Tea hours of sctosl lsbor e
work ey 1ot i mﬁ;j' or
tarsl work, or whery
st.puinted.  Childrem under I
ape oon ned be “miple
or woolen f{acto:
tended sononl for {our 1
the previous year, 'I ;
can bw employe ! gvor e Lourn & Sask
Ma:yiand, r|;
ANy mercenids or masulsc —
ruse® in the et Balbmore
provde seats for zhdm
whan Del sclivaly wmployed
ar moTE persouns engaged in the
or simlinr sregpslion, s
vitizene of M land ey i
LU 'Ulﬂll-:b’pm."‘ Ap
o7 eombinatoen by LS OF pre
n funibserance wof s Lade dinpate '._
Iwesn emplarer and ermploye, -
net b beld “""W‘- T
woe A2 8eh by one pareen would sl e
: «  Umiews v gpecinl
s dey s work shsll aul asoeed ey
m the mines of Alisgheny angd
oounbee.  (Lidroa wnder 1€ gow net
be smploved lor 1oare thas San
dsy. Vivlsba by ot
:_'“W uhmﬂ-‘nu by .
' A5
Floa mary ivws setating o labes X
het beens ons of b :::u-' n !
legaiation. Mucs of tue lepadaiiee ses
.- ™ i)
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